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Chapter the Senate can only delay it for sixty days unless both
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__1   houses agree to prolong the period. Even this delay
may be cut down, for, if there is a dissolution, the Bail
may act immediately on reassembling, so that by a
special dissolution the period might be reduced to
negligible proportions. The procedure thus laid down
is that which Mr. De Valera resolved upon on the rejec-
tion of the bill to remove the oath from the constitu-
tion by the Senate in July 1932.
The actual power exerted by a house of this type
must be small. The value of it lies in the proposal of
useful amendments which the Bail often has the sense
to accept, and, since the advent to power of Mr. De
Valera, it has enabled the Free State to have a more
dispassionate discussion of the issues regarding Anglo-
Irish relations than could be expected from the Dail
with its clash of contending personalities. That the
Senate has rendered useful services is not open to
doubt, but whether it is worth while having an upper
house with such restricted functions is a matter which
admits of more dispute.